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Where Is It?
● The Mississippi River is located in the center of the United States, flowing 

from Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexico.
● It is often referred to as the “Gateway to the West”.
● The river is 2,340 miles long.



How has it been used?
● The Mississippi River is currently used as a 

drinking water source for up to 18 million 
people. It is also used to grow crops in states 
nearby, such as Missouri for corn.

● It has been used as a source of hydropower.
● Native Americans have lived along the river 

since 4 BC.
● The river was discovered by the Spanish 

explorer De Soto in 1541. Once European 
powers came to America, the river led to the 7 
year war, which Britain won in 1763.

● It was also used for strategic purposes during 
the US Civil War, and used as a water source 
during the Industrial Revolution.  

● There are no water conflicts over the 
Mississippi River, as the river only flows 
through the United States.



Human Impact On The River

● The river has been modified by locks, dams, and levees. 
● The river no longer floods its floodplains, leading to 

reduced diversity in plant and animal life. This leads to 
increased sediment in the water, reducing the water 
quality.

● Because of altered water flows in the Gulf, coastal 
estuaries are being overloaded with sediment. This leads 
to an increasingly large dead zone in the Gulf.

● Humans have also dredged the river, altering its flow.



Conservation Strategies
● Nature Conservancy, a US Environmental Organization, has worked to 

conserve the river through the following strategies:
● Attempting to reconnect the river with its floodplain, as an altered floodplain 

can lead to unusually high floods and the loss of human and animal life.. 
● Working to restore the Mississippi River delta- which would reduce the size of 

the dead zone.
● Working with farmers, particularly in Wisconsin, to identify sustainable 

approaches to land use.
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